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BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE 


Telephone: 
Maidstone  54072 


11th  June,  1965 


Health  Department, 

13  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone. 


To  The  Worshipful  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Maidstone. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  eighth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  Maidstone,  being  the  seventh  in  the  present  series  started  in  1958. 

Under  Idle  various  indices  which  provide  indications  of  the  health 
of  the  community,  the  report  for  this  year  shows  that  Maidstone  is  in  a 
favourable  position.  For  example,  the  Live  Birth  Rate  is  above  that  of 
the  national  average;  the  Death  Rate  is  below  both  the  national  and  the 
County  averages;  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  is  below  both  the  County 
and  the  national  averages*^  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  also  below 
both  averages. 

On  all  those  counts  one  can  say  realistically  that  the  health  of 
Maidstone  bears  favourable  comparison  with  that  of  any  area  in  the  country. 

Even  in  the  case  of  the  mortality  of  lung  cancer,  we  find  that  this 
is  just  over  half  the  rate  for  the  surrounding  rural  districts,  and  in 
1964  the  number  of  such  cases  fell  from  30  to  24,  although  it  may  be  of 
some  statistical  importance  to  note  that  the  number  of  female  deaths  in 
this  category  remains  the  same.  In  the  case  of  cancer  of  the  breast 
there  was  a  substantial  increase  from  11  cases  to  17.  This  distribution 
of  cancer  mortality  must  not  be  taken  to  hide  the  fact  that  in  1964  there 
were  13  additional  deaths,  making  a  total  of  121  due  to  the  primary  cause 
of  cancer. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  was  less  than  half  that 
of  1963,  the  main  decrease  being  in  the  enormously  reduced  total  of  cases 
of  dysentery,  and  the  number  of  measles  cases.  As  far  as  measles  was 
concerned,  the  incidence  of  this  minor  disease  tends  now  to  be  spread  over 
a  longer  period  of  time  than  in  former  years,  and  what  we  used  to  call  the 
'biennial  incidence  of  measles*  is  becoming  less  apparent.  1963  was,  as 
you  will  recall,  a  year  of  very  high  epidemic  incidence  of  dysentery,  but 
in  1964  there  were  only  54  cases  notified.  Even  this  number,  however. 
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probably  indicates  that  there  is  a  reservoir  of  infection  in  the  town  and 
makes  it  even  more  important  that  the  aspects  of  personal  hygiene  on  which 
the  public  are  constantly  being  advised,  should  be  maintained  at  a  high 
level,  in  order  to  keep  this  mild  but  annoying  disease  within  reasonable 
bounds » 


Again  there  were  no  notifications  of  diphtheria,  smallpox  or  polio¬ 
myelitis  and  this  satisfactory  state  of  immunity  from  the  major  infectious 
diseases  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  constant  community  barrier  of 
immunisation  and  vaccination.  Once  there  is  any  real  relaxation  in  the 
standard  of  immunisation,  we  shall  find  that  those  grave  and  highly 
epidemic  diseases  will  again  provide  a  threat  to  the  public  health* 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  both  respiratory  and  other¬ 
wise,  rose  from  25  in  1963  to  30  last  year.  This  figure,  although 
remaining  at  a  fairly  high  level  over  the  last  few  years,  must  be  read  in 
relation  to  the  earlier  diagnosis  which  is  now  being  made  on  tuberculosis, 
and  the  consequent  low  mortality  which  has  been  sustained  now  over  a 
decade  at  least.  Thirty  new  cases  may  not  appear,  to  you,  to  be  a  very 
high  figure,  but  when  one  reads  of  the  work  of  following  up  contacts 
which  is  always  involved  in  the  discovery  of  a  new  case,  it  will  be  seen 
that  tuberculosis  and  respiratory  infection  in  general  still  give  rise  to 
a  very  large  volume  of  work.  Most  of  this  work,  however,  is  to  give 
treatment  at  the  earliest  possible  stage  and  to  eliminate  from 
surveillance  healthy  contacts  of  disease. 

The  report  on  the  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic  indicates  the  breadth  of 
this  field  of  endeavour  and  the  hazards  which  are  still  very  much  to  the 
fore  in  respiratory  infection.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the  present  year 
work  will  begin  on  an  intensive  survey  of  respiratory  infection,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  relation  to  environment  and  to  the  consequences  of  the 
crippling  effects  of  bronchitis  and  allied  diseases. 

In  1964  the  public  health  incident  of  major  importaince  throughout 
the  country  was  the  heavy  typhoid  epidemic  in  Aberdeen,  due  to  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  contaminated  corned  beef  imported  from  South  America,  This 
outbreak  had  its  repercussions  throughout  the  whole  of  the  country,  and 
for  a  time  the  incentive  to  maintain  a  high  level  of  personal  hygiene  was 
manifest  in  every  community.  In  a  relatively  short  time  the  epidemic 
was  controlled,  with  only  one  death. 

The  importance  of  the  Aberdeen  epidemic  was  the  highlighting  of  the 
vigilance  which  is  necessary  at  the  place  of  origin  of  imported  foods,  and 
of  equal  account  the  reflection  on  the  standards  hitherto  prevalent  in 
food  premises.  This  has  resulted  in  an  increased  surveillance  of  food 
premises  and  catering  establishments,  although  one  would  be  too  optimistic 
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to  assume  that  the  high  standard  of  personal  hygiene  temporarily  achieved 
had  in  a  realistic  degree  been  maintained* 

In  the  pages  which  follow  are  included  reports  on  the  present  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  Air  Pollution  Survey  of  the  town,  and  you  will  see  from  those 
reports  that  sulphur  dioxide  is  still  a  hazard  in  this  respect®  The 
comment  is  made  that  the  value  of  local  statistics  would  be  enhanced  by 
an  overall  survey  throughout  a  very  much  larger  area^  including  the  rural 
districts,  and  this  is  something  which  will  have  to  be  pursued  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  those  authorities  in  the  near  future  in  order  to  reach  valid 
cone lu si ons  * 

One  of  the  major  environmental  aspects  of  public  health  in  1964  was 
the  closure  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  the  abattoir,  and  Maidstone  is  now 
without  this  important  service* 

As  always,  I  am  indebted  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their 
loyal  work  during  the  year,  and  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  in 
particular  for  his  account  of  some  of  the  services  referred  to  in  this 
Report. 


A  Report  of  this  kind  cannot  be  made  without  the  full  co-operation 
of  almost  all  sections  of  the  Corporation,  and  I  am  grateful  to  the 
Borough  Treasurer,  the  Housing  Manager  and  the  Borough  Engineer  for  their 
particular  accounts® 

Dr.  David  Pugh  the  Chest  Physician  for  the  area,  has  supplied  details 
of  the  work  of  his  Chest  Clinic;  Mr.  Slater  of  the  Maidstone  Waterworks 
Company  statistics  on  water  supplies;  Dr.  A,L«  Furniss ,  the  Director  of 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  has  willingly  given  us  his  services;  the 
County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  statistics  on  vaccina¬ 
tion  and  immunisation  -  to  all  I  record  my  grateful  thanks® 

Despite  all  the  co-operative  work  of  officers  and  outside  organisa¬ 
tions,  it  is  in  the  ultimate  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council 
which  make  the  decisions,  and  I  am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  all  the 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  very  close 
interest  during  1964,  and  indeed  to  all  Members  of  the  Council. 

I  acknowledge,  as  always,  my  gratitude  to  my  secretary  Miss  Helen 
Wood,  who  has  had  a  continuous  task  in  putting  together  the  material  on 
which  this  Report  is  based® 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health® 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  1964 


AREA  6,194  acres 

ESTIMATED  RESIDENT 
POPULATION  62,300 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A 
PENNY  RATE  £10,800 

Population  -  Census  1961  ..  .«  •.  ••  59,761 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1964)  ..  ..  19,900 


Rateable  Value  .. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (Per  cent  of 


£2,735,232 


Male  Female  Total 

598  548  1,146 

crude  -  18.39 

corrected  -  18.75 

total  live  births)  7.85 


STILL-BIRTHS  ..  ..  8 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 
Total  live  and  still-births  ..  606 


12 

20 

17.15 

560 

1,166 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  year)  12  10  22 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  19.19 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  18.93 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  22.22 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  total  live  births)  12.21 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  total  live 

births)  11.34 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births)  28.30 


MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion)  ..  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still 


DEATHS 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

DEATH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


births ) 

Nil 

Male 

Female 

Total 

.  .322 

350 

672 

crude 

10.78 

corrected  - 

10.78 

11.3 
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THE  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  IN  1964 


There  was  a  marked  drop  in  the  incidence  of 
scarlet  fever  in  the  last  year^  from  61  cases  in 
1963  to  12  this  year„  In  general  scarlet  fever 
is  a  minor  disease  these  days  and  very  seldom 

requires  hospitalisation. 


SCARLET  FEVER 
12  cases 


The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  rose  from 
23  in  1963  to  61  in  1964,  The  importance  of 
this  illness  is  that  when  it  does  attack  a  young 
infant  there  may  well  be  complications  of  a 
serious  nature.  The  opportunity  is  taken  again  to  stress  the  importance 
of  preventive  immunisation. 

The  figure  for  measles  in  1964  was  considerable 
although  below  that  of  1963  which  was  the  year 
of  biennial  epidemicity.  There  is  a  tendency 
now  for  measles  to  cover  in  incidence  a  wider 
range  of  time  and  the  clear  biennial  picture  is  now  becomir^  merged  with 
an  endemic  pattern. 

Biennial  Comparison 

1959  -  875  1961  -  802  1963  »  925 

1960  -  12  1962  »  155  1964  -  620 

This  is  the  fourteenth  year  in  succession  in 
which  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria 
notified,  a  circumstance  which  can  only  derive 
from  the  continued  level  of  immunisation. 


DIPHTHERIA 

Nil 


MEASLES 
620  cases 


WHOOPING  COUGH 
61  cases 


SMALLPOX 

Nil 


No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  or  suspected 
during  the  year 


_ _  This  is  the  seventh  successive  year  in  which  no 

POLIOIYELITIS  notifications  of  poliomyelitis  have  been  received 

Nil  and  this  is  a  picture  vviiich  should  continue  pro- 

- —  vided  full  advantage  is  taken  of  the  measures  for 


oral  vaccination 
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Jlie  number  of  cases  of  dysentery  reported  in 
1964  was  54 j  of  vdiich  49  occurred  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  This  is  a  relatively  high 
number  of  cases  for  a  year  in  which  there  was  no 
major  outbreak  of  the  disease.  The  reasons  for  this  are  as  given  in  last 
year's  Annual  Report »  the  primary  one  being  that  a  reservoir  of  infection 
remains  in  the  community  following  a  large  outbreak  of  dysentery  as  there 
was  in  Maidstone  in  1963,  and  a  considerable  proportion  of  cases  goes  un¬ 
detected  because  of  the  mild  nature  of  the  disease  in  general.  It  is  a 
disease,  however,  in  which  there  can  be  a  period  of  serious  illness, 
particularly  in  the  very  young  and  the  elderly.  It  is  extremely  difficult 
to  trace  because  one  is  most  unlikely  to  be  notified  of  it  at  its  real 
beginnings,  following  which  it  is  highly  infectious. 


DYSENTERY 
54  cases 


PNEUMONIA 
1  case 


Only  one  case  of  pneumonia  was  reported  in  1964 
compared  with  30  in  1963 . 


Only  two  cases  were  reported  in  1964,  compared 
with  four  in  1963 


Only  four  cases  were  notified  in  1964,  compared 
with  nine  in  1963,  both  from  hospital  and 
domiciliary  confinements. 


There  was  one  case  of  this  unusual  disease,  and 
it  did  not  give  rise  to  any  secondary  cases. 


During  the  year  there  were  10  notified  cases  of 
food  poisoning  and  in  addition  60  cases  were 
known  to  have  existed  outside  formal  notifications. 


The  majority  of  those  cases  occurred  as  an 
institutional  outbreak  in  Oakwood  Hospital,  and  were  of  the  Salmonella 
type,  almost  entirely  being  confined  to  Salmonella  tyi^i-murium,  either 
bacteriolc^ically  confirmed,  or  giving  symptoms  which  would  indicate  this 
disease.  The  outbreak,  although  extensive  in  nature  and  continuing  over 
several  weeks,  was  not  of  a  severe  character.  The  vehicle  of  infection, 
despite  intensive  search,  was  not  discovered. 


FOOD  POISONING 
10  cases 


MENINGITIS 
1  case 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 
4  cases 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  1  year 

1-2  years 

3-4  years 

5-9  years 

10-14  years 

15  -  24  years 

25  years  &  over 

TOTAL  ALL  AGES 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

10 

12 

Whooping  cough 

9 

13 

17 

15 

4 

1 

2 

61 

Measles 

15 

139 

183 

280 

0 

1 

2 

620 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

OB 

- 

- 

- 

»=, 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

=, 

Meningococcal 
inf  ection 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

4 

6 

21 

10 

4 

9 

54 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

» 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Typhoid  fever 

e9 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

■= 

» 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

2 

4 

10 

Chicken  pox 

- 

_ 

1 

10 

- 

11 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

25 

157 

209 

339 

15 

11 

20 

776 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


In  the  pages  which  follow,  detailed  figures  are 
to  vaccination  and  iranunisation  as  carried  out  during 


given  of  the  response 
1964. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

By  the  end  of  1964,  23,467  people,  including  children  had  completed 
a  course  of  three  injections  or  oral  administrations  as  protection  against 
this  disease.  In  addition  693  had  received  a  third  and  fourth  dose  of 
either  the  Salk  vaccine  or  the  oral  vaccine.  Some  of  these  people  -  an 
unknown  number  according  to  the  County  Council’s  statistics  -  would  be 
included  in  the  global  total. 

Although  the  trend  is  for  the  total  protection  to  go  up  as  the  years 
go  on,  there  is  still  a  considerable  gap  between  the  ideal  and  the  real 
figures  for  protection. 

Poliomyelitis  is  a  disease  which  can,  with  an  almost  certain 
guarantee,  be  kept  from  invading  the  community,  providing  that  the  basis 
of  immunisation  is  laid  down  very  fully  and  continuously.  Although  the 
restriction  for  immunisation  still  remains  at  the  age  of  40  years  there 
would  appear  to  be  very  little  necessity  f or  a  barrier  and  in  my  opinion 
poliomyelitis  immunisation  should  be  free  to  all  at  any  age.  Although 
it  is  certainly  true  that  the  weight  of  infection  is  borne  by  the  younger 
groups  of  the  population,  there  is  no  guarantee  that  in  middle  age  and 
beyond  poliomyelitis  cannot  be  contracted. 

It  cannot  be  emphasised  too  strongly  that  although  a  certain  degree 
of  immunity  is  laid  down  by  the  completion  of  the  original  course,  this 
should  be  followed  by  at  least  a  fourth  dose  in  the  year  following  com¬ 
pletion  and  probably  other  doses  at  regular  intervals. 

Once  again  I  would  point  out  that  there  is  no  reaction  to  this 
immunisation.  It  is  the  vaccine  which  gives  the  least  inconvenience  of 
all  protective  measures  to  those  who  are  sensible  enough  to  take  advantage 
of  it . 


Vaccination  can  be  arranged  through  the  School  Health  Service, 
through  Clinics,  and  the  General  Practitioner  Service,  and  forms  the 
surest  basis  of  protection  that  one  can  have. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  (continued) 


Year 

3rd  &  4th  Dose 
(Salk  &  Oral). 

3  Orals 

(Complete  Course) 

1964 

156 

1963 

12 

567 

1962 

4 

105 

1961 

2 

37 

1949  -  1960 

682 

55 

1933  -  1948 

1 

111 

Others 

2 

34 

TOTALS 

703 

1,065 

Whooping  Cough  Imnunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 
(Singly  or  in  combination). 

Primary 

1964 

381 

1963 

440 

1962 

42 

1961 

8 

1960 

7 

1955  -  1959 

7 

1950  -  1954 

- 

TOTAL 

885 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


11. 


Year  of  Birth 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 
(Singly  or  in  combination) 

Primary 

Reinf  orcing 

1964 

386 

- 

1963 

342 

14 

1962 

47 

316 

1961 

11 

200 

1960 

11 

59 

1955  -  1959 

19 

553 

1950  =  1954 

- 

6 

TOTALS 

816 

1,148 

The  combined  figure  for  diphtheria  immunisation  is  almost  identical 
with  that  for  1963 »  although  there  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
primary  immunisations  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  reinforcing  doses. 

This  is  the  surest  way  of  warding  off  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria, 
and  it  is  particularly  important  that  children  in  the  first  year  of  life 
should  have  primary  immunisation. 

From  the  statistics  on  live  births  during  the  year  it  would  appear 
that  there  is  still  a  gap  in  the  total  number  which  could  have  been 
immunised. 


Smallpox  Vaccination 
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PRIMARY  VACCINATION 

1  YEAR 

RE -VACCINATION 

SCHOOL  AGE  BUT  UNDER  8  YEARS 

534 

1 

The  numbers  involved  in  smallpox  vaccination  are  in  comformity  with 
the  County  Council's  proposals  approved  as  from  1st  January  1963,  and  the 
only  information  I  have  available  is  as  given  above » 

This  leaves  a  wide  gap  of  information  as  far  as  re-vaccinations  are 
concerned,  as  so  many  of  those  cases  are  undertaken  for  purely  social 
reasons  such  as  travelling  abroad  and  the  common  sense  protection  against 
this  disease  in  countries  where  the  possibility  of  infection  is  relatively 
high. 


THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 


During  1964  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  Magistrates'  Orders  in 
respect  of  three  elderly  people  who  required  institutional  care  on  the 
grounds  that  they  were  suffering  from  chronic  disease;  were  living  in 
insanitary  conditions;  or  were  unable  to  care  for  themselves. 

During  the  year  four  elderly  people  were  reported  to  be  in  need  of 
care  and  attention.  Of  these,  two  have  remained  at  home  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  Domestic  Help  Service;  one  has  been  voluntarily  admitted  to 
Part  III  accommodation;  and  one  has  since  died. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


1964  Statistics 


AGE 

GROUPS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non-pulmonary 

M  F 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non-pulmonary 
M  F 

0-1 

1 

. 

2-5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6-15 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16  -  25 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26  -  35 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

36  -  45 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

46  -  55 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

-  - 

56  -  65 

5 

3 

1 

- 

- 

«■» 

66  &  over 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

13 

11 

4 

2 

2 

- 

- 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in  the  year  rose 
slightly  from  25  in  1963,  to  30  in  1964,  including  non-pulmonary  cases. 
The  number  of  deaths  fell  from  four  to  two,  both  of  vdiich  occurred  in  the 
higher  age  groups. 
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I  am  indebted  to  Dr..  D.L.  Pugh,  the  Chest  Physician,  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  the  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  voluntary  Tuberculosis 
Care  Committee, 

The  following  figures  refer  to  the  combined  areas  of  Maidstone 
Borough,  Maidstone,  Mailing  and  Hollingbourn  Rural  Districts, 

1,  Number  of  contacts,  seen  during  1964,  of  newly 

notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  . ..  282 

2,  Number  of  contacts,  seen  during  1964,  of  cases 

notified  prior  to  1964  ...  712 

3,  Number  of  contacts  in  1,  found  to  be  suffering 

from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  5 

4,  Number  of  contacts  in  2,  found  to  be  suffering 

from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  Nil 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  CHEST  CLINIC  AND  THE 
VOLUNTARY  TUBERCULOSIS  CARE  COMMITTEE 

The  work  of  the  Voluntary  Care  Committee  continues  as  hitherto.. 

The  "care”  extends  to  the  patients  with  tuberculous  and  non-tuberculous 
chest  disease  and  to  their  families,  and  close  contact  is  maintained  with 
other  voluntary  bodies  whose  aim  is  to  serve  in  like  manner.  The  follow¬ 
ing  extract  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Committee  gives  some  indication 
of  its  continuing  function  - 

"We  remember  that  we  are  stewards  of  the  money  entrusted  to  us,  and 
we  endeavour  at  all  times  to  be  faithful  stewards,  A  glance  through  the 
list  of  cases  to  whom  we  have  been  able  to  give  help  during  the  year 
reveals  some  interesting  facts.  The  total  number  of  patients  helped  was 
154,  and  of  these  101  were  tuberculous.  The  remaining  53  were  mostly 
bronchitics.  Probably  one  of  the  most  appreciated  of  our  services  is 
the  provision  of  television  sets  on  loan  and  payment  for  the  necessary 
Licences,  At  present  we  have  13  television  sets  and  one  radio  set  out 
on  loan.  We  have  given  help  towards  the  cost  of  holidays,  and  have  paid 
for  house  redecorations  and  for  a  course  of  driving  lessons.  During  the 
year  we  have  continued  the  supply  of  coal  and  smokeless  fuel  to  a  number 
of  patients;  and  in  some  of  these  cases  we  have  to  acknowledge  the  help 
and  co-operation  of  the  British  Legion  and  the  Kent  County  Association 
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for  the  Blind  in  providing  help  for  patients  in  vihom  they  too  are 
interested” « 

The  Work  of  the  Che.st  Clinic 


The  following  table  gives  a  general  survey  of  the  work  over  the  past 
years  from  1952  to  the  present  timec 

TABLE  II 


Date 

X-Ray 

Attendances 

New 

Patients 

New  &  Old 
Attendances 

Clinic 

Sessions 

Number  on 
T.B.  Register 

31.12o52 

6,698 

2,264 

6,183 

250 

1,184 

31.12,53 

8,826 

2,000 

7,049 

250 

1,222 

31,12,54 

8,146 

2,417 

6,946 

250 

1,291 

31.12.57 

9,973 

3,125 

7,077 

267 

1,190 

31,12.61 

9,966 

4,275 

8,357 

244 

1,077 

31.12.62 

8,122 

3,967 

8,271 

241 

1,103 

31.12.63 

8,358 

4,062 

8,270 

247 

1,085 

31.12.64 

7.976 

3,581 

7,383 

249 

1,006 

Tuberculosis 

The  total  number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the 
Borough  of  Maidstone  on  31st  December „  19649  was  394  and  this  figure  with 
those  for  the  three  rural  districts  gives  a  total  of  ljCX)6,  for  the  Mid- 
Kent  Areao  During  the  year  156  patients  were  ’’recovered”  and  the  number 
0)f  new  cases  diagnosed  was  66  o  Cases  ”transferred-out”  from  the  area 
amounted  to  31  and  39  cases  were  ”transferred-in”  from  other  areas»  The 
number  of  cases  deceased  was  28»  It  will  be  noted  that  more  patients 
were  removed  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register  in  1964  than  were  notified 
but  that  the  presence  of  66  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  population 
is  not  a  matter  to  be  viewed  with  complacency*  The  examination  of 
’’contacts”  and  the  administration  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  has  been  maintained 
as  stated  in  the  report  for  1963* 

Immigrants 

The  immigrant  population,  though  not  of  large  proportion  in  this 
area,  continues  to  give  great  concern  to  the  Chest  Service  at  national 
level* 


Males  born  in  Great  Britain  have  an  annual  notification-rate  of  0,68 
per  1,0004  for  other  birth-place  groups  the  rates  per  1,000  are:- 
Ireland  2*1?  British  Caribbean  area  1<,3|  India  4*5?  Pakistan  18. 2* 
Females  born  in  Great  Britain  have  an  annual  notification  rate  of  0.39  per 
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IjCXXDj  for  other  birth-place  groups  the  rates  per  1,000  are;- 
Ireland  1,3;  British  Caribbean  area  1,7;  India  4,2;  Pakistan  8,3, 

The  high  rates  among  immigrants,  and  the  fact  that  most  immigrants 
are  aged  20-54  greatly  disturbs  the  age  distribution,  especially  in  males, 
among  whom  at  25-34  years  the  ’’all  birth-place"  rate  is  almost  three  times 
that  for  those  born  in  Great  Britain, 

The  only  satisfactory  methods  of  control  must  be  based  on  chest  X-ray 
examination  at  the  port  of  entry  to  the  United  Kingdom.  It  may  be  desir¬ 
able  to  "do  nothing  that  appears  to  discriminate  against  these  new  arrivals. 
The  aim  is  to  treat  them  like  anyone  else,  and  the  ultimate  object  is  to 
see  them  assimilated  by  the  community  to  which  they  are  making  a  valuable 
contribution;  BUT  before  accepting  them,  the  communities  in  vdiich  they 
live  will  want  to  be  assured  that  their  own  health  is  not  being  endangered" 


Non-tuberculous  Diseases  of  the  Chest 

The  statistics  shown  in  Table  II  cannot  give  an  adequate  account  of 
the  work  undertaken  at  the  Chest  Clinic  and  Table  III  is  included  to  show 
the  nature  of  the  various  conditions  requiring  diagnosis,  treatment  and 
care.  The  figures  refer  to  one  attendance  only  during  the  year  though 
most  patients  attend  more  than  once. 


TABLE  III  Diagnoses  of  Patients  attending  the  Chest  Clinic  during  1964; 


Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Notified 

Active 

78 

Inactive 

526 

604 

Not 

Notified 

Inactive 

598 

Non -pu Imona  r y 

-  Notified  - 

Active 

10 

Inactive 

70 

80 

Total  number  on  Tuberculosis  Register  on  31,12,64  1,006 

Non-tuberculous  Diseases 


Diseases  of  the  lung  -  due  to  infection  225 

-  other  conditions  58 
Diseases  of  the  pleura  42 
Diseases  of  the  glands  23 
Neoplasms  62 
Cardiovascular  lesions  141 
Bronchitis,  acute,  subacute  and  chronic  754 
Bronchitis  with  asthma  104 
Bronchitis  with  emphysema  109 
Infection  of  the  Upper  Respiratory  Tract  63 
Other  conditions  270 
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The  figures  for  chronic  bronchitis  and  lung  cancer  continue  to  give 
cause  for  concerna  Two  factors  which  may  be  common  to  both  conditions 
are  air  pollution  and  cigarette  smoking* 

Smoking  and  Health 

A  smoker  of  any  kind  is  more  likely  to  die  of  lung  cancer  than  a 
non-smoker;  a  cigarette  smoker  is  more  susceptible  than  a  pipe  or  cigar 
smoker;  a  heavy  smoker  more  than  a  light  smoker*  The  mechanism  by 
which  this  comes  about  is  not  understood,  but  tobacco  smoke  contains  sub¬ 
stances  that  are  known  to  be  capable  of  evoking  a  cancerous  response 
under  suitable  conditions.  Not  all  cases  of  lung  cancer  are  associated 
with  smoking  and  not  all  smokers,  or  even  cigarette  smokers  may  develop 
the  disease. 

Furthermore,  cough  and  phlegm  may  be  caused  by  smoking  and  become 
more  prevalent  the  more  cigarettes  are  smoked.  Smokers  who  have  a  pro¬ 
ductive  cough  have  an  increased  risk  of  developing  disabling  bronchitis 
as  well  as  lung  cancer. 

Air  Pollution 

Since  1956  the  amount  of  smoke  discharged  into  the  atmosphere  has 
been  reduced  by  a  third,  but  this  has  been  achieved  almost  exclusively 
by  the  control  of  industrial  emission*  The  smoke  discharged  from 
domestic  chimneys  is  still  80  per  cent  of  the  1956  level.  Domestic 
chimneys  are  responsible  for  100,000  tons  of  grit  and  dust  out  of  a  total 
of  900,000  emitted  yearly  into  the  atmosphere,  and  of  the  five  and  a  half 
million  tons  of  sulphur  dioxide  emitted,  domestic  fires  contribute  nearly 
one  million  tons.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  inhalation  of  this  filth 
and  poison  should  affect  the  respiratory  tract,  as  is  seen  in  chronic 
bronchitis* 

The  continued  use  of  sulphur -be a ring  fuels,  is,  for  the  moment, 
inevitable  and  the  removal  of  sulphur  from  them  is  technically  difficult. 
The  best  that  can  be  done  is  to  ensure  that  the  irritant  is  discharged 
into  the  atmosphere  as  high  as  possible  by  means  of  tall  chimneys  and  the 
rapid  evacuation  of  flue  gases. 

It  is  intended  that  during  the  coming  year  a  special  research 
investigation  will  be  undertaken  in  this  town  and  area  to  assess  the 
problem  of  chronic  bronchitis  in  relation  to  prevention,  future  management 
and  rehabilitation* 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  Quinquennial  Deaths  and  New  Cases  Notified. 


Averages  calculated  to  whole  numbers 
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CANCER 


The  tables  set  out  below  show  (1)  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant 
disease  for  the  past  10  years,  (2)  the  age  groups  of  deaths  recorded  from 
this  cause  during  1964,  and  (3)  the  distribution  according  to  sites* 


(1) 


1955 

•  o 

O  9 

107 

1956 

o  o 

9  9 

93 

1957 

o  ♦ 

9  C 

111 

1958 

•  o 

0  O 

109 

1959 

•  • 

o  o 

110 

1960 

O  9 

f  9 

123 

1961 

o  o 

9  9 

113 

1962 

9  O 

123 

1963 

0  9 

108 

1964 

O  P 

9  9 

121 

(2) 


Age  Periods 

Male 

Female 

0-14 

1 

- 

15  -  24 

- 

- 

25  -  34 

2 

- 

35  -  44 

2 

3 

45  -  54 

5 

9 

55  -  64 

18 

14 

65  -  74 

21 

22 

75  &  over 

10 

14  ‘ 

TOTALS 

59 

62 

(3) 


Site 

Male 

Female 

Cancer  of  lung 

20 

4 

Cancer  of  stomach 

7 

6 

Cancer  of  uterus 

- 

5 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

17 

Other  sites 

32 

30 

TOTALS 

59 

62 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  1964  rose  from  108  in  1963  to 
121,  the  largest  increase  being  in  cancer  of  the  breast,  with  17  cases 
compared  with  11  in  1963* 

The  pattern  of  the  disease  in  its  age  distribution  remains  the  same, 
that  is,  mainly  in  the  older  age  groups,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  deaths  still  fell  within  the  younger  age  groups. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


There  were  22  infpnt  deaths  during  the  year,  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  19.19,  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  20.0, 

Of  the  list  of  causes  given,  probably  ten  infants  died  from 
unavoidable  causes  such  as  extreme  prematurity  and  congenital  diseases. 

Of  the  others,  probably  four  could  with  some  justification  also  come 
under  this  heading  of  "inevitable  deaths". 

As  instanced  in  previous  annual  reports,  the  infant  mortality  rate 
tends  to  swing  violently  from  year  to  year  as  the  total  number  involved 
is  relatively  small. 

It  is,  however,  in  general  an  indication  -  apart  from  the  exigencies 
of  birth  including  unavoidable  conditions  such  as  malformations  -  of  the 
care  vdiich  is  taken  both  of  the  pregnant  woman  and  of  the  newly  born 
infant* 


The  fall  in  the  national  infant  mortality  rate  has  been  relatively 
slow  over  the  last  five  years,  and  this  is  something  which  we  must  now 
expect  as  our  local  figures  reveal,  i,e.  that  the  majority  of  cases  fall 
into  the  classification  of  unavoidable  deaths* 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months 

3  months  and 

under  6  months 

6  months  and 

under  9  months 

9  months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  under  1  year 

All  causes:  certified 

13 

1 

14 

4 

2 

1 

21 

uncertified 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Adrenal  apoplexy 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Atelectasis  of  lungs 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Birth  injury 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Congenital  defects 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Heart  failure 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

« 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Prematurity 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Pulmonary  disease  of 
the  newborn 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

13 

- 

1 

- 

14 

4 

2 

- 

1 

21 

22 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
Rates  per  1,CX)0  Live  Births 


QUINQUENNIAL  PERIODS 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CONDITION 

M. 

F. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ,. 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ..  .... 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  .. 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ..  ,. 

8. 

Measles  ..  ,. 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ., 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .. 

7 

6 

ll,. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ,. 

20 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .. 

* 

17 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .. 

5 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

32 

30 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ., 

1 

4 

16, 

Diabetes  .. 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ., 

32 

63 

18, 

Coronary  disease ,  angina 

62 

41 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ,, 

4 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

43 

65 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

13 

12 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

_ 

23. 

Pneumonia 

14 

26 

24. 

Bronchitis 

24 

12 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ,, 

2 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ., 

3 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ..  ., 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ..  ., 

2 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases  .. 

37 

30 

33, 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

6 

13 

35, 

Suicide 

6 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ., 

- 

- 

totals  .. 

322 

350 
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THE  CHANGING  PATTERN  OF  DISEASE 


Specific  diseases  shown  as  percentages 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths  1914  and  1964 


DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1964 


25. 


CO 


(0 

E 

U  U-t 

Ofi  o 
o 

■M 

w 

•H 


CO 

<u 

bO 

(0 

■P 

c 

a> 

u 

p 


<u 

S 

Xi 

(0 
V 
p 

s,§ 

•H  <U 
U*  "O 


X 
<u 
(0 

x: 

V 

C6 

0) 

C 

•H 

<0 

XI 
+J 


V  (0 
O.  (U 

•o 


a; 


+* 

o 

+j 


I  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  f 


S  8 

CNJ  CNJ 


O 

00 


o 

xO 


o 


O 

CQ 


8 


O 

00 


O  O  O 

O  Tt  CSJ 


1-4  5-14  15-24  25-34  35-44  45-54  55-64  65-74  75+ 


26 


HEALTH  SERVICES  OPERATING  IN  THE  AREA 


School  Health  Service 

The  School  Health  Service ^  with  school  inspections  and  clinics,  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  and  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service, 
are  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council,  and  are  controlled  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer, 

Hospitals 


The  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Central  Kent  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  and  the  South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
The  services  of  the  consultant  staff  are  available  at  the  West  Kent 
General  Hospital  and  the  Kent  County  Ophthalmic  and  Aural  Hospital. 
Available  also  is  Preston  Hall  Chest  Hospital  and  use  is  made  by  patients 
from  the  Maidstone  area  of  the  hospitals  in  the  Tunbridge  Wells  area, 
particularly  Perabury  and  the  Kent  and  Sussex  Hospital. 

Additional  beds  are  in  use  at  Linton  Hospital..  There  is  now  no 
infectious  diseases  hospital  in  this  area,  and  cases  in  the  meantime  have 
to  be  sent  primarily  to  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Dartford,  vrfiich  entails  a 
fairly  long  journey.  Although  representation  has  been  made  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  on  this  question,  there  is  very  littl  likelihood 
of  improved  facilities  for  infectious  diseases  being  available  for  this 
area  before  the  new  district  hospital,  scheduled  for  after  1970,  is  built 
in  Maidstone.  This  will,  it  is  hoped,  include  a  wing  for  infectious 
diseases. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  and  is  of  great 
value  in  providing  care  for  the  aged  and  disabled  patients,  and  thus  re¬ 
lieving  pressure  on  the  available  hospital  beds.  I  often  find  that  by 
the  judicious  use  of  this  service,  elderly  people  are  given  the  advantage 
of  essential  domestic  help,  thereby  tiding  them  over  a  difficulty  which, 
in  other  circumstances,  would  undoubtedly  require  hospitalisation. 

It  is  surprising  to  find  such  a  large  number  of  elderly  people  with 
no  near  relatives,  and  often,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  relatives  are  unwilling 
to  help  out  at  this  dependent  stage  of  life. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  Maidstone  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 
and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  are  greatly  appreciated  and  contribute 
very  markedly  to  the  welfare  of  the  old  folk. 
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CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 


The  Warden  Service 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr »  W.R.  Thwaites,  the  Housing  Manager,  for  the 
following  report  on  the  administration  of  the  Warden  Service, 

’’The  Warden  Service  on  the  Shepway  apd  Park  Wood  Estates  has  now 
completed  its  fourth  year,  and  Ringlestone  Estate  its  first  year.  In 
December  1964,  the  service  was  extended  to  include  the  Mangravet  and  Mote 
Estates,  and  as  a  result  of  this,  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  additional 
Wardens , 

The  present  Wardens  ares- 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.A.  Moyes,  (Shepway,  Mangravet  and  Mote  Estates) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.P.  Allen,  (Park  Wood  Estate)  -  commenced  21.12,64, 
Mrs.  R.H.  Schofield,  (Ringlestone  Estate). 


During  the  year  6,044  recorded  visits  were  made  by  the  Wardens  and 
at  present  there  are  993  elderly  persons  on  the  Wardens'  Registers. 

The  introduction  of  the  service  has  proved  to  be  worthwhile  and  the 
degree  of  success  must  be  attributed  to  the  Wardens  in  carrying  out  their 
duties.  The  liaison  with,  and  the  co-operation  received  from,  the 
voluntary  organisations,  still  continues  to  increase,  particularly  in 
providing  special  facilities  and  equipment. 

Children  from  the  local  schools  and  various  other  groups  continue 
to  play  their  part  in  providing  comforts,  food  parcels,  and  outings  for 
some  of  the  elderly  persons. 


Day  Centre  -  Cambridge  House 

During  the  year  the  Day  Centre  became  a  properly  constituted 
Society  and  is  running  smoothly  under  a  Committee  formed  of  elderly 
estate  residents  and  one  member  of  the  Borough  Council, 

It  is  open  to  all  elderly  residents  in  the  Shepway,  Park  Wood  and 
Mangravet  Estates  each  weekday  afternoon,  when  refreshments  are  available. 

Regular  evening  socials  are  arranged  and  are  well  attended. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  Maidstone  Waterworks  Company  supplies  the  Borough  of  Maidstone 
and  parts  of  the  surrounding  rural  districts.  The  demand  for  waterj 
both  for  domestic  and  commercial  use  is  Steadily  increasing. 


SIZES  AND  LENGTHS  OF  MAINS  LAID  WITHIN  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE  DURING  1964 


Location 

Size  of  Main 

Purpose 

3». 

6” 

9” 

10” 

Queen’s  Road  Estate 

80 

Housing 

Vinters  Park  Estate 

174 

141 

Housing 

Water  Lane 

70 

Industrial  Develop- 

ment , 

Court  Drive  Estate 

280 

Housing 

Oakwood  Park 

124 

189 

245 

350 

Education  Area 

Roseholrae  Estate 

100 

Housing 

Lancet  Lane 

316 

Housing 

Sutton  Road 

587 

Trunk  Main 

Bockingford  Farm  EsI 

,  300 

318 

238 

Housing 

Burial  Ground  Hill 

144 

Industrial  Dev, 

College  Road  Estate 

176 

88 

Housing 

Rear,  Gladstone  Rd. 

166 

Housing  &  W.D,  Dev. 

Mote  Road 

154 

Housing 

Square  Hill  Road, 

211 

Housing 

Croudace,  Cripple  St 

136 

35 

145 

Housing 

Gat land  Lane 

330 

120 

Housing 

Allen  Estate  - 

Willington  Street 

96 

Housing 

Willett  Homes  = 

Sidney  Street 

12 

Housing 

Hcward  Drive 

8 

Trunk  Main 

Park  Avenue 

33 

Housing 

TOTALS 

1428 

2224 

769 

350 

8 

587 

Yards 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  (Continued) 


Chemical  analyses  and  bacteriolc^ical  examination  of  the  water  are 
carried  out  monthly,  some  by  the  Company's  own  Analyst,  and  some  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory.  The  results  of  examinations  are  consistently 
satisfactory,  showing  the  water  to  be  of  a  high  standard. 

The  following  table  shows  a  typical  result  of  the  chemical  analyses 
of  water  during  the  year. 


Boarley  Springs 

Cossington 

No, 3  Spring 

Forstal 

Pumping  Station 

Farleigji 

Pumping  Station 

Cossington 

Springs  (1  &  2) 

Box ley 

Pumping  Station 

Mockers  Lane 

Pumping  Station 

Total  solid  residue 

427 

329 

560 

547 

300 

319 

328 

Chlorine 

25,5 

19.5 

44,5 

33,5 

19,5 

19,5 

20,5 

Nitrogen  (nitrites) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nitrogen  (nitrates) 

0.28 

2.4 

00 

• 

9.6 

o 

Q 

1.5 

3,2 

Ammonia  saline 

- 

09 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ammonia  albuminoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Iron 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Oxygen  absorbed 
(J  hour  at  27°C) 

0.11 

0.09 

0.13 

0,13 

0.16 

0.07 

0,11 

Oxygen  absorbed 
(4  hours  at  27°C) 

0.28 

0.16 

0,24 

0,20 

0.32 

0.15 

0.18 

Total  hardness 

(as  calcium  carbonate) 

334 

263 

409 

371 

230 

255 

184 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  (Continued) 


The  water  supply  in  the  area  of  Maidstone  Borough  has  been  of 
satisfactory  quality  and  quantity  durir^  1964. 

Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  of  both  raw  and 
treated  water  - 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Raw  water 

104 

33 

137 

Treated  water 

149 

- 

149 

TOTALS 

253 

33 

286 

All  unsatisfactory  samples  of  water  were  investigated  and 
subsequent  bacteriological  analyses  proved  satisfactory » 

Chemical  analyses  ~ 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Raw  water 

12 

12 

Treated  water 

9 

9 

TOTALS 

21 

- 

21 

The  water  supply  in  Maidstone  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action 
and  the  natural  fluoride  is  0.08  parts  per  million. 

There  are  now  no  houses  served  by  standpipes  or  private  water 
supplies  and  therefore  the  whole  population,  62,300,  is  served  by  the 
statutory  supply  undertaking. 


31. 


SEWERAGE 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  in  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system. 


Locati  on 

Surface  Water 
Sewer 

(lin.yds . ) 

Soil  Sewer 
(lin.yds . ) 

Park  Wood  Estate 

660 

936 

Queen *s  Road  Estate 

- 

140 

Sidney  Street 

- 

70 

TOTALS 

660 

1,146 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

IN  THE  BOROUGH 

o  • 

..  597 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

Class 

•  o 

•  • 

0  0 

Number 

44 

Hotels 

•  • 

•  • 

0  0- 

11 

School  Canteens 

o  o 

0  0 

17 

Public  Houses 

o  • 

«  0 

84 

Food  Shops 

Butchers 

o  o 

♦  • 

0  a 

47 

Fruit  and  Greengrocers 

•  • 

«  • 

0  0 

116 

Bake  rs  . . 

o  o 

•  o 

0  0 

19 

Fishmongers 

•  o 

•  o 

O  0 

13 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

•  • 

♦  6 

0  0 

14 

Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants 

«  • 

0  O 

150 

Tobacconists  and  Confectioners 

o  o 

O  0 

45 

Mobile  Shops 

•  « 

«  • 

O  0 

21 

Others 

o  d 

•  o 

0  • 

16 

Where  more  than  one  food  business  is  carried  on  in  any  premises 
only  those  businesses  which  form  a  substantial  proportion  of  the  trade  on 
the  premises  are  classified  above » 


2.  FOOD  PREMISES  BY  TYPE  REGISTERED  WITH  THE  LOCAL  AUIHORITY  UNDER 
SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  LOCAL  BYELAWS  AND  THE 
MILK  &  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959. 


Ice-cream  manufacturers  ..  .. 

Ice-cream  sellers  ..  ..  *. 

Preserved  foods  manufacturers  .. 

Margarine,  Margarine -cheese  and  Milk-blended  Butter 
(wholesale  dealers)  ,, 

Artificial  cream  dealers 

^^ajLrres  ..  ..  ..  ••  .. 

Milk  Distributors  (Sterilised  Milk  83)  .. 


4 

210 

26 

4 

1 

4 

120 
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NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  OF  REGISTERED  FOOD  PREMISES 


580 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


During 
analysis  and 


1964  the  following  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  taken  for 
the  results  are  recorded  below. 


Article 

Number  of 
Samples  obtained 

Number 
Genuine . 

Milk 

•  O 

o  o 

105 

80 

School  milk 

o  -o 

•  ♦ 

77 

77 

Milk  for  MoAoF.F, 

«  o 

•  « 

310 

289 

Sterilised  milk 

o  o 

•  o 

11 

11 

Ground  ginger 

•  o 

•  •• 

2 

2 

Corned  beef 

a  e 

o  o 

5 

4 

Fishj  tinned 

o  o 

•  o 

2 

2 

Butter,  margarine  and  cooking 

fats 

5 

5 

Pork  sausages 

0  e 

o  • 

8 

8 

Beef  sausages 

o  o 

o  o 

4 

4 

Ice-cream  .. 

O  0 

o  • 

5 

5 

Sauces  , . 

o  o 

o  o 

3 

3 

VO  o  o 

o  o 

•  o 

2 

2 

Tapioca  . . 

o  o 

e  o 

1 

1 

Candied  peel  . . 

o  o 

•  • 

1 

1 

Drugs 

o  o 

•  • 

12 

12 

Double  cream  . . 

o  « 

•  0 

1 

1 

Soups 

o  o 

o  • 

1 

1 

Ice-cream  mix 

0  • 

o  • 

2 

0 

Creamed  rice  , . 

o  o 

0  • 

1 

1 

Fruit,  tinned 

•  o 

•  o 

1 

1 

Flavoured  drink  powder 

o  O 

•  o 

2 

2 

Cakes 

o  o 

•  o 

2 

1 

White  pepper  .o 

O  0 

o  o 

1 

1 

Sweets  and  licquorice  sticks 

•  o 

4 

4 

Tomatoes,  tinned 

o  o 

o  • 

1 

1 

Lemon  curd 

o  o 

•  o 

1 

0 

Desiccated  coconut 

o  o 

O  0 

1 

1 

Ice  lolly  syrup 

o  o 

o  o 

1 

1 

Steak  pudding 

o  o 

O  0 

1 

1 

Mixed  spice 

O  0 

o  o 

2 

2 

Milk  shake  syrup 

o  o 

o  o 

1 

1 

Curried  beef  and  mushrooms 

o  • 

2 

0 

Jelly 

o  o 

o  o 

2 

2 

580 

527 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (Continued) 


During  1964,  foods  of  various  descriptions,  in  the  following 
quantities  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  unfit 
food,  vdiich  in  every  case  was  surrendered,  included  the  following:- 


cwts . 

qrs 

.  lbs. 

Meat,  tinned 

♦  • 

11 

1 

1 

Bacon 

•  • 

6 

3 

16 

Pork 

•  • 

1 

2 

25 

9  0  •  * 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

l^dJH  •  «  9  0 

•  • 

1 

2 

Beef 

«  • 

3 

10 

(Cheese 

•  • 

1 

16 

Sausages 

•  • 

5 

Puff  pastry 

o  • 

24 

Jam  and  marmalade 

•  • 

384 

Oranges 

0  • 

1 

1 

4 

mo  mo 

o  o 

8 

Sugar 

o  • 

3 

Dried  fruit 

•  • 

3 

Vegetables,  tinned 

«  • 

22,091  tins 

Fruit,  tinned 

o  • 

2,587  tins 

Frozen  foods 

2,404  packets 

Milk,  tinned 

«  o 

297  tins 

Cream,  tinned 

•  o 

19  tins 

Rice,  tinned 

•  • 

58  tins 

Fish,  tinned  ,, 

e  • 

170  tins 

Fish,  fresh 

•  ♦ 

14  stones 

Tomatoes,  tinned 

•  • 

518  tins 

Meat  pies 

•  • 

168 

diicken  and  turkeys  .. 

•  # 

63 

Baked  beans,  tinned  .. 

132  tins 

Spaghetti,  tinned 

•  • 

13  tins 

Stewed  steak,  tinned 

•  • 

78  tins 

Fruit  juices,  tinned 

•  • 

42  tins 

Soup,  tinned 

♦  • 

91  tins 

Paste 

•  • 

33  jars 

Sauces  . . 

•  • 

14  jars 

Cake  mixes 

•  o 

15  packets 

Biscuits  . , 

o  • 

12  packets 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE 


Routine  inspection  of  food  premises  was  maintained  throughout  the 

year, 

A  baker  was  fined  £5  for  supplying  mouldy  crumpets  which  were  not  of 
the  substance  demanded  in  that  they  were  stale  with  a  mould  growth  on 
their  surfaces,  contrary  to  Section  2  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 

A  caterer  was  fined  £5  and  ordered  to  pay  an  Advocate's  fee  of 
£3.3«Oo  and  analyst's  fee  of  £3o5oO.  for  selling  buttered  buns  which  were 
not  of  the  nature  demanded  by  the  purchaser,  contrary  to  Section  2  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 o 

A  farmer  was  fined  £10  with  £11«5.0.  costs,  for  selling  milk  for 
human  consumption  in  which  there  was  added  water,  contrary  to  Section  32 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 » 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASES)  REGULATIONS,  1953 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  any  Notices  under  the  above 
Regulations  to  control  the  spread  of  infection  througji  the  handling  of 
food » 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  STAFF 


During  the  year,  350  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  on 
members  of  the  Corporation  staff  for  the  purposes  of  employment,  admission 
to  the  Superannuation  Scheme,  or  review  of  special  cases. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION^  The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  amount 
condemned  in  1964  are  as  follows;- 


Sheep 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ) 

Number  inspected) 

1,231 

379 

241 

4,784 

3,841 

- 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  AND  CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

1 

3 

28 

14 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

339 

157 

13 

776 

1,632 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

27o78 

41.69 

6.64 

16.80 

42.85 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

- 

- 

83 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.16 

2.16 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

• 

— 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


I.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  oo  o*  ©•  oo  2^475 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ..  6,187 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

section  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  oo  ..  .. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  .. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  o*  oo  ..  54 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  ««  oo  24 

II o  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  officers  oo  «.  36 

III.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  PO/JERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

A.  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  - 


(a)  by  owners  oo  «. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
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B,  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

63 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  - 

(a) 

by  owners  . .  o »  « o  • « 

8 

(b) 

by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

- 

Co 

Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  •• 

Nil 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders  .«  .«  .« 

7 

(3) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

2 

(4) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 

Nil 

IVo  HOUSING  ACT,  1936  -  PART  4  ~  OVERCROWDING 

(a)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  eo  oo  o*  oo 

(b)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  y^ ar  oo  oo  oo  oo 


(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(c)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  vdiich  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  oo  »»  «•  oo 


V.  RENT  ACT,  1957 

(1)  Certificates  applied  for  «, 

(2)  Visits  made  o.  oo  .o 

(3)  Undertakings  accepted 

(4)  Certificates  of  Disrepair  granted  ,, 

(5)  Applications  not  accepted 


Nil 

3 

20 


o  • 


P  o 
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COUNCIL  HOUSING  STATISTICS 

(a)  Number  of  new  properties  handed  over  during  the 

(b)  Families  rehoused  (including  the  number  from 

condemned  property)  .• 

(c)  Number  of  Slum  Clearance  cases  included  in  (b). 

(d)  Number  of  transfers  , ,  ,, 

(e)  Number  of  mutual  exchanges  between  tenants 

(f)  Housing  applications  at  end  of  year 

(g)  Number  of  families  rehoused  on  condition  that 
the  Child  Help  Service  was  put  into  operation 

NEW  BUILDING 


Ward 

Flats 

Maisonettes 

Houses 

Conversi ons 

Total 

South  Ward 

Park  Wood 

53 

4 

42 

99 

Heath  Ward 

- 

- 

3 

8 

11 

North  Ward 

12 

- 

- 

- 

12 

King  Street  Ward 

76 

- 

- 

- 

76 

TOTALS 

141 

4 

45 

8 

198 

Of  the  above  units,  111  dwellings  were  constructed  for  occupation 
by  old  people. 

In  addition  613  dwellings  were  built  during  the  year  by  private 
enterprise,  546  houses  and  67  flats. 


ar  198 

324 

41 

146 

71 

2,201 

6 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES 


Bakehouse  inspections 
Chimneys  repaired  ..  , « 

Cement  sinks  removed  and  glazed  provided 

Cooking  stoves  renewed  or  repaired  ,« 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected 
Common  Lodging  House  inspections  .• 

Coppers  repaired 

Drains  choked  and  cleansed  by  flushing  staff 
Drains  reconstructed 
Drains,  inspection  chambers  provided 
Drains,  stoneware  pipes  laid,  feet  «« 

Drains,  iron  pipes  laid,  feet  «. 

Dustbins  provided  , . 

Factory,  workplaces  and  outworkers  premises  inspected 
Grates  renewed  or  repaired  .. 

Houses,  floors  to  living-rooms  provided  or  repaired^ 

Houses,  chuting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed 
Houses,  roofs  repaired  .«  *. 

Houses,  rooms  where  dirty  or  loose  paper  has  been  removed 
and  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  and  distempered 
Houses,  walls  made  dry  by  insertion  of  damp  course  or 
other  method  ..  ,o  « •  , 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
Inspection  of  houses  on  complaint  or  otherwise 
Re-inspections  oo  » <.  .« 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  »« 

Public  Houses  inspected 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  inspected  ..  .. 

Schools  inspected 

Sinks  or  other  wastepipes  removed,  disconnected  or  trapped 
Sinks,  new  channels  provided  or  repaired  .. 

W.C*s,  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  *.  .. 

W.C’s,  new  pans,  traps  and  seats  provided 
Window  frames  repaired  ..  .. 

Verminous  rooms  cleansed  ..  «, 

Yard  pavement  repaired  or  provided  in  connection  with  houses 
Preliminary  Notices  served  *.  ,« 

Statutory  Notices  served  »»  *.  * . 


19 

8 


187 

9 

346 

2 

25 
1 

377 

3 

13 

16 

20 

26 
354 

3,985 

176 

24 

196 

220 

28 


4 

4 

4 


35 

8 


o  o 


o  o 
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(!)  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES  -  including  inspections 

made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Number  of 

Wr i tten 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  .. 

331 

5 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  .. 

23 

- 

- 

Other  Premises  • .  • .  . . 

19 

1 

- 

Total  ..  ..  .. 

373 

6 

- 

(2)  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


f 

Number  of  Defects 

PARTICULARS 

(1) 

ro  Found 

■o 

0) 

•o 

0) 

E 

<D 

0£ 

(3) 

Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Factories  Acts,  1937 
and  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ..  .. 

1 

1 

Want  of  ventilation  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  ..  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Want  of  drainage  floors  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  nuisances  ..  .. 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Accommodation; 

Insufficient  ..  ..  .. 

Unsuitable  or  defects  ..  .. 

7 

7 

- 

- 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Offences  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937: 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.5>l)  ..  .. 

Other  offences  (Excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork)  ..  .. 

Total  ..  ..  .. 

8 

8 

- 

- 
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FACTORIES 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1964  FOR  THE  BOROUGH 
OP  MAIDSTONE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  I937« 


PART  I  OP  THE  ACT 


I.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors.) 


Number 

on 

Reg i ster 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premi ses 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

( i )  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 

&  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 

36 

23 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  ( i )  in  which  Section 

7  i s  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

278 

331 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

18 

19 

1 

. 

Total 

332 

373 

6 

_ 

I 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found, 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases") 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

No.  of  cases 
in  which  pro- 

Referred 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(‘^) 

By  H.M. 

1  nspector 

(5) 

secutions  were 
instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanl iness 
(S.1) 

1 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S,3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  venti¬ 
lation  (S.4)  .. 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S,6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

San i tary 

Conveniences  (S,7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  .. 

7 

7 

- 

7 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  ,, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act, 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  •• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  • a 

8 

8 

- 

8 

- 
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PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  I  10  and  III) 


Section  1 10 

Section  1 1 1 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out-workers 

cases  of 

No.  of 

instances 

in  August 

defaul t 

prosecu- 

of  work 

1  i  st 

in  sending 

tions  for 

in 

Nature 

requ i red 

1 ists  to 

failure 

unwhole- 

of 

by  Section 

the 

to  supply 

some 

Notices 

Prose- 

work 

110  (l)(c) 

Counci  1 

1  ists 

premises 

served 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

w 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing)  Making 
apparel )  etc. 

3 

)  Cleaning 
)  and 
)  Washing 

Household  Linen 

- 

-■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lace,  lace 

curtains  &  nets 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Curtains  and 

furniture  hangings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Furniture  and 

uphol stery 

- 

-■ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

Electro-pl ate 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

File  mak i ng 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Brass  and  brass 

articles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fur  pulling 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Iron  and  steel 

cables  &  chains 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Iron  and  steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches 

•• 

• 

•• 

'  and  keys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  -  Outwork  -  Cont’d. 


Section  1 10 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature 

of 

work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 

1  i  st 

requ i red 
by  Section 

no  (i)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 

cases  of 

defaul t 
in  sending 

1  i  sts 
to  the 
Counci  1 

(3) 

No.  of 

prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
fai lure 
to  supply 

1  i  sts 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 

of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Arti f icial 

flowers 

Nets,  other  than 
wi re  nets 

a 

a. 

a 

•• 

Tents 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sacks 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Racquet  and 
tennis  balls 

a. 

•• 

Paper  bags 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  whol ly  or 
partially  of 
paper 

Brush  making 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pea  picking 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Feather  sorting 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carding  etc.  of 
buttons  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

Stuffed  toys 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Basket  making 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Chocolates  and 

sweetmeats 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Cosaques,  Christmas 
stockings  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Texti le  weaving 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lampshades 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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VERMINOUS  DWELLINGS 


During  the  year  1964,  the  following  work  in  the  eradication  of  bugs 
and  other  vermin  was  carried  out* 

(a)  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ..  18 

(b)  Other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ..  12 

Council  Houses  disinfested:- 

(a)  By  gassing  - 

(b)  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of 

insecticides  ..  .,18 

Other  houses  disinfested 

(a)  By  gassing  ..  - 

(b)  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of 

insecticides  ,,  ,.12 

Verminous  households  fumigated  before  removal  to  a  Council 
House,  or  during  transfer  to  another  Council  House 

Council  Houses  inspected  and  found  clean  ..  257 

Other  houses  inspected  amd  found  clean  ••  ..  207 


PREMISES  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS 


Common  Lodging  Houses  . . 
Slaughterhouses 
Dairies 


..  2 

..  1 

..  4 


«  # 


•  • 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  two  conanon  lodging  houses  in  the  town,  both  in  Upper 
Stone  Street.  No„77  Upper  Stone  Street,  and  117/119  Upper  Stone  Street 
are  registered  premises  but  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  were 
negotiating  for  the  acquisition  of  Nos. 117/119  with  a  view  to  its  demoli¬ 
tion  and  the  redevelopment  in  conjunction  with  an  adjoining  cleared  site 
in  Waterloo  Street. 

No, 77  Upper  Stone  Street  was  included  in  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  who 
held  a  public  inquiry  into  the  Council’s  proposals  and  who  subsequently 
refused  to  confirm  the  Order,  Subsequently  a  Clearance  Order  not  involv¬ 
ing  77  Upper  Stone  Street,  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  approval* 

During  the  year  nine  inspections  were  made  of  common  lodging  houses. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  present  public  swimming  baths,  vrtiich  were  built  in  1852, 
further  works  being  carried  out  in  1895,  provide  a  very  useful  amenity  to 
the  district.  However,  there  are  inherent  difficulties  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  these  baths,  and  this  is  particularly  so  in  the  internal 
organisation  at  the  present  site.  At  the  moment  the  intention  is  that 
new  swimming  baths  should  be  erected  in  Mote  Park  for  which  detailed  plans 
are  being  prepared. 

During  the  year  28  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  pools  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  water  is  supplied  through  the  Maidstone  Waterworks  Company  with 
the  same  source  as  the  town  supply.  The  water  undergoes  a  process  of 
constant  charge,  filtration  and  purification,  and  the  purity  of  the 
supply  is  secured  by  a  break -point ,  or  super-chlorination  system. 
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AIR  POLLUTION 


The  period  covered  by  this  section  of  the  report  is  from  April  1963 
to  March  1964. 

A  full  account  of  the  present  position  was  given  in  last  year’s 
Annual  Report  and  no  administrative  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
meantime . 

As  far  as  undissolved  deposits  are  concerned  the  greater  incidence 
during  Summer  continued;  at  Barming  undissolved  solids  rose  during  the 
Summer  by  38  per  cent.  Marked  decreases  during  the  Winter  were  noted 
in  the  town  centre  (36  per  cent)  and  Penenden  Heath  (47  per  cent). 

The  concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  was  markedly  greater  during 
the  Summer  especially  in  the  town  centre,  while  all  three  stations  showed 
a  sli^t  but  definite  rise  in  the  concentration  of  smoke. 

The  value  of  the  readings  obtained  in  the  Borough  of  Mzddstone 
would  be  greatly  enhanced  if  other  local  authorities  in  the  area  would 
undertake  similar  investigations. 

The  measurement  of  air  pollution  in  the  Borough  continued  at  the 
same  recording  stations  at  Barming  Reservoir,  Tonbridge  Road,  Rootes 
Garages,  Mill  Street,  and  the  Sports  Pavilion,  Penenden  Heath. 

The  following  tables  show  for  each  station  in  Winter  and  Suniner  the 
undissolved  and  total  solids,  the  daily  concentrations  of  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  and  the  distribution  of  wind  and  rainfall.  The  impor¬ 
tance  of  these  figures  lies  not  so  much  in  their  absolute  values  as  in 
their  variations,  both  in  the  short  and  the  long  terms. 

Undissolved  Matter 

The  average  monthly  total  deposits  of  undissolved  solids  per  square 
mile  at  each  of  the  Maidstone  stations  in  1963/64  was  as  follows 


Station 


Winter 


Summe  r 


Barming 
Town  Centre 


4.05  tons 


7,19  tons 


4,81  tons 


8.37  tons 


Penenden  Heath 


3,33  tons 


4,27  tons 
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Sulphur  Dioxide 

The  seasonal  average  concentrations  (in  microgrammes/cubic  metre) 
of  sulphur  dioxide  at  each  of  the  stations  in  1963/64  were  as  follows 


Winter  Sumner 


Station 

Week-days 

Week-ends 

Week-days 

Week-ends 

Barming 

150 

89 

87 

53 

Town  Centre 

159 

107 

103 

58 

Penenden  Heath 

114 

69 

70 

45 

Table  of  five  months*  Averages 

Microgrammes/cubic  metre 


Summer 

Winter 

1962 

1963 

1962/63 

1963/64 

Week¬ 

days 

Week¬ 

ends 

Week¬ 

days 

Week¬ 

ends 

Week¬ 

days 

Wee  k- 
ends 

Week¬ 

days 

Week¬ 

ends 

Barming 

66 

44 

84 

54 

165 

79 

156 

95 

Town  Centre 

69 

42 

101 

58 

183 

93 

166 

115 

Penenden  Heath 

53 

36 

68 

46 

115 

52 

119 

75 

Averages 

63 

41 

84 

53 

154 

75 

147 

95 

Smoke 

The  average  daily  concentration  of  smoke  (microgrammes/cubic  metre) 
at  each  of  the  stations  in  1963/64  was  as  follows s- 


Winter  Summer 


Station 

Week-days 

Week-ends 

Week-days 

Week-ends 

Barming 

112 

97 

26 

22 

Town  Centre 

104 

114 

40 

38 

Penenden  Heath 

78 

75 

21 

17 
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DEPOS ITS 


Undissolved  Solids  (U/S)  (tons/sq.mile/month ) 

Total  Solids  (T/S)  (tons/sq.roile/month ) 


Barming 

Town  Centre 

Pen end en  Heath 

U/S 

T/S 

U/S 

T/S 

U/S 

T/S 

Summer 

April 

4.80 

8,84 

7.98 

15.60 

4.50 

9.40 

May 

5.83 

9.81 

9.08 

14.75 

5.30 

10.24 

June 

5.00 

10,00 

7.29 

12.62 

3.78 

8.02 

July 

4.74 

9.41 

10.14 

15.35 

4.84 

8.08 

August 

4.18 

9,18 

8.41 

17.26 

4.54 

8.38 

Septenfcer 

4.31 

8.42 

6.50 

13.49 

2.65 

7.03 

Averages 

4.81 

9.27 

8.36 

14.84 

4.27 

8.52 

Winter 

October 

2.95 

6.50 

8.61 

13.81 

1.66 

5.61 

November 

2.82 

12.52 

6.59 

17.36 

2,62 

14.18 

December 

4.47 

8.15 

2.39 

5.90 

5.73 

11.63 

January 

4.74 

14,51 

9.18 

19.12 

3.15 

11.40 

February 

4.41 

10.97 

10.46 

18.58 

3.71 

8.65 

March 

4,90 

16.04 

5.93 

18.66 

3.08 

11.43 

Averages 

4.04 

11.44 

7.19 

15.57 

3.32 

10.48 

SMOKE  (microgramroes/cu  .metre  ) 
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SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  (microgrammes/cu.metre) 
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METEOROLOGICAL  RECORDS,  1964 


MONTH 

Average 

Barometer 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (maximum) 

Average  Thermo¬ 

meter  (minimum) 

Rainf  all 

Number  of  days  on 

which  .01  fell. 

Sunshine 

Hours 

Minutes 

January 

30,52 

41 

33 

1.54 

10 

17 

30 

February 

30.43 

44 

36 

1.24 

14 

35 

36 

March 

30.02 

45 

37 

2.42 

14 

59 

00 

April 

30.04 

54 

41 

3.53 

18 

116 

30 

May 

30.10 

66 

49 

1.84 

14 

179 

30 

June 

30.13 

67 

51 

4. 18 

16 

208 

00 

July 

30.16 

73 

55 

.52 

6 

174 

30 

August 

30.09 

72 

54 

1.29 

10 

162 

30 

September 

30.16 

70 

50 

.49 

5 

157 

30 

October 

30.10 

55 

40 

1.57 

13 

74 

30 

November 

30.17 

51 

42 

2.09 

11 

25 

30 

December 

30.03 

43 

35 

2.01 

17 

14 

30 

Averages  and  totals 

for  the  year 

30.16 

56 

43 

22.72 

148 

1.225 

06 

55 


BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE 
General  Summary 

Population  (estimated  1964)  ,,  *. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1964)  according  to 
Rate  Books 

Average  number  of  p)ersons  per  house  (1921) 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  (1964)  •. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Density  (persons  per  acre)  ♦.  ♦. 

Annual  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .. 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ,, 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .. 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  .• 


Live  Births: 

Males 

-  598 

Females 

-  548 

Deaths : 

Males 

-  322 

Females 

-  350 

62,300 

8,472 

19,900 

4.6 

3.1 

6,194 

10.05 

18.75 

10.78 

0.03 

1.94 

19.19 

1,146 

672 

474 


Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 
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